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| YOU & YOUR PET
AT TONI GARDNER

ogs are social beings. They need company. Wel-
D socialized pets—dogs that respect and interact
combortably with Fl:nph:: as well as ocher dogs—
are happy and responsive, Bur becaiise today's fumilies tend
v spend less and less time ac home, cheir gregarions canine
companions sometimes miss our on the socializing they
crave. More often than not, a chewed-on slipper or a mess
on the Hoor signals a lack of social stimuli.
Hnrednm-l'nu.s:ing 3t1:|.|!r.gir.'5 that ey sonthe the sensi-
tive o1 older pec include leaving tops and treats out or
scheduling midday walks with 4 pet sivter. Some dogs,

Above: At dog dar care nmtara. lndnrldual auuntlm makes for a
fun, fulfilling day that might otherwise be boring and lonely. Herg,
Rebecon Blsgyer of Dog-ma Daycare for Dogs, In Washington,
D.C., spends some ane-on-one Ume with a éllent, Below; Active
dogs thrive on games, either singly (Jeft) or in groups (Fight).

for DOGS

The wltimare in surragate pet parenthood

caii satisfy your pets sacial needs for play and
exeressie i the corpany ”.I" Tt peers

howeyer, simply can't play solitaire. In
order to develop into friendly compan-
iong, voung animals need extended tnter-
active playetme, Thus the uliimage in sur-
rogare per parenthood—day-care facilities
for dogs—is quickly becoming a selurion,
Dog day care gor irs stirr in 1987,
when Joe Sporn, then a pre vet student
and dog proomer in New York Ciry,
founded whar would become the Yappie
Puppy in his basemenc by helping our his
neighbors wich their pets. Sporn’s example quietly gathered
furce for a few years until the San Prancisco SPCA opened it
Doggy Daycare Center in 1994, It began as a projecied five-
vear pilor program and has since become a worldwide model,

The concepe behind dop day care is simple: Diogs meet, greet,

g5 simply can't play solitaire. To develop into
ly companions, they need interactive playtime.

and play the day away. Animal behavioris and trainer John
Bahnenkamp, of Perfecr Paws, in San Francison, belisves thar
day care for dogs provides a beneficial environmenr when “rhe
dogs are closely supervised, [hogs need someone to creare active-
ities," Bohnenkamp says, “nd manage any potential problems
thar may arise, like possessiveness over toys.”

Rebecea Bisgyer, owner of Dog-ma Daycare for Dags, in
Washingron, D.C., begins each day with a group activicy
Continued on paga 130
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intended to establish her position as the pack
leader. Although dogs ar Bisgyer's facility are
prescreened for temperament before being
accepted, this routine morning exercise helps
to keep dominance conflices amang the pets
o a minimum. Afrerward, dogs break off into
impromptu smaller groups for continued
play. Troublemakers receive “time-outs™ in
specially designared crares. And all dogs at
Dog-ma can have their own downoime in

specified napping areas, Suparvised interaction is the foromost bonefit of dog day care. As gregarious
With 30-minure per-sitier visits running in - canines share toys and mako friends, they also learn Lo respoct the staff. If your pet
the $12-520 range around the COUNTry, the Isn't ready for the rigers of a regular schedule, pari-time programs are available.

515525 price rag for a full day of dog day
care would make it seem like a virrual bargain. Bue, when tallied at
$5000 a year, the amount rops my children's annunal parochial-school
tuition, even considering the fact that the dogs spend more hours in day
Al t|.'||'|.|'| Ll:'ll."' |{i|j.‘i d“ at .'1LJ.]|.JUJ| :‘L'!;J::I}f CCNLCrs Ii[]. |'|‘H\'f'l.'\'i.'.l'. .'t".'L'I'.'.l:Jt 'il.l:'lll'::.‘i
part time (the hourly fee may be higher), and some also offer hoarding.
Maost dog day-care centers require an interview with both you and
}'{“]] tll?g. .[1!153 I I]ll_' LEINLC LOY I:.".d.l:'l.:li.JI.E 1.|!'L' l_'t1L:il‘|'_' i-i\'_lillll]' :Il]l] HL". a J\'_'rL']

for the amoune of arcenton your dog will receive, Bispyer gives the fol-
2 = o) 1=

your breed, and how they would interact with
your dog on an individual level,

During the interview, check our the other
'ljl)f’.‘r: e Ly 1|'l-".'”.. EJU |.h1'.'}' S0 iKy 1}".' Hlli!ﬂl'lll’.‘ |:'.||:I:|-"
mates for your canine pal? Will your dog be
overwhelmed? If so, how would the center ease
}'{JIJ.I Ij.l:'!; i.]“:{] Ll]E J'l:luii“.f.'? ql.'lul!ll.i :uH VAT Flt:' not
be accepred into a program because of a behav-

Most day-care centers require an interview with you and your dog. This is

a time to examine the entive facility and check out the other dogs as well

lowing rips: Rules, and all age and health requirements, should be elear-
ly posted. A mission starement isa good sipn; extreme cleanliness, plen-
ty of water, and an adequate dog-to-human ratio are even better. The
space should not be overly noisy—rhar would be seressful o any dog,
Ty o find our how much the carerakers know abour dog behavior and
psychology, what their mechods of dlsL‘jplinr_' are, what they know aboos

TO LEARN MORE

There (s currantly no national
organization for dog day-care
centers, hut you can agcess
specific sites on the Web,
Also, check local newspapers
and ask your veterinarian, train
ef, or animal shelter for recom-
mendations, Here are some
Web sites worth consulting:
www.slfspca.org/doggyday
care. html, www.perfectpaws.
com, and www.dog-ma.com,
owned by Rebecen Bisgyor (faft),

—TG.

1 3 O Linvisi WA LLTH X ik

ior or artitude problem, by all means enroll in
an obedience class immediarely,

Once dogs familiariee chefhselves with a pro-
gram, Bisgyer explains, it's easy ro rell whether
they are enjoying ir,'For example, your dog
should [ook forward 1o getting inte the car in
the morning to po to "school.”

Jon Kelliber, manager of the San Francisco
SPCAs Dogpy Dayeare Center, reports that
when ane of his clients’ dogs sees the dog lunch
bag come our of the breakfast cabinet at home
on Friday mornings (for her once-a-week
attendance], “the dog goes absolurely nues wich
excitement.” At night, dogs should be thor-
oughly and blissfully exhausted.

Some pet owners may consider the notion of
dog day cire extravagant; others will view it as
EJ;I“. []E- I'ﬂ'.‘ip‘ﬂ[]ﬁi:‘l'.lll'.' EJL't :1WI1|:IS!1ip. Hll.][ W]'I.‘.'I'
cver or however you socialize vour dog—long
afternoon walks, Frishee chasing in the park, or
action-packed dog day care—ir can only bene-
fit both you and your per. Mo matter how the
days play our, there are always the evenings 1o
spend rogether -
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